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Brussels, 26 January 2016. "Presented achievements are impressive, especially in the
areas of anti-corruption, law-enforcement, judiciary and energy. We commend
the efficiency of the coordination mechanisms established to steer the reform process,
and also value the fact that civil society is playing a key role in the reform process and
is associated in it at various levels.

Today's comprehensive presentation by Mr Shymkiv was yet another demonstration of
the powerful drive for reforms which the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement provides
to Ukraine, by offering a clear roadmap together with a comprehensive financial
assistance from the European Union. We look forward to the upcoming proposals by the
European Commission for programmes to be funded in 2016, and underline that these
programmes should correspond to very concrete reform objectives. We further call to
step up the EU financial assistance supporting the implementation of the DCFTA,
especially in the light of the unjustified trade retaliatory measures taken by Russia.

Today, we encouraged the Ukrainian authorities to further work in this direction. The
first months of 2016 are crucial in finalising the package of reforms in line with the
commitments taken under the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan, and in launching
necessary measures for the smooth implementation of the DCFTA after its entry into
force on 1 January 2016. The constitutional amendments on decentralisation and
judiciary should be considered as priorities. Implementation of decisive reforms is
expected in many other areas, such as the public service reform, economic reforms and
openness for business, media landscape, health system, social protection and general
transparency and accountability in all the areas in line with EU standards.

We therefore call on the unity of the pro-European coalition and the continuation of the
reform process, in order for the citizens to feel tangible improvements in their daily
lives and to enjoy the European Ukraine that they are striving for, two years after
Maidan."
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